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6 July 2021 

  

        
To: Stephen Jones, Data Controller, The Cabinet Office 

  
Re: Subject Access Request - Matt Salusbury, data may include correspondence  with 

the Home Office on FOIA requests made 2010-2014 

 
I am writing to request all the information to which I am entitled to under section 7(1) of the 

Data Protection Act 1998 that the Cabinet Office and other organisations under your remit 

have retained, including but not limited to the “Clearing House.” 
  
In order to assist you with this request, I am outlining some of the areas and occasions on 

which your organisation may have compiled information on me. As you will understand, this 

is not a definitive list.  

 

I am requesting any personal data held on me by the Cabinet Office’s “Clearing House” , 

which I understand has existed since 2005 and whose activities included advising other 

Government departments on how to handle FOIA requests made to them by journalists, 

particularly those FOAI requests from journalists that are deemed “high risk” or “sensitive” – 

FOIA requests whose disclosure could cause reputational damage. Any such Clearing House 

correspondence which includes personal data on myself is likely to be with the Home Office, 

to whom I made regular FOIA requests in the period 2010-2014 

  
As news editor of EL Gazette (www.elgazette.com) I made numerous FOIA requests to the 

Home Office in that period. These were mostly around student visas, expert advice (or the 

lack of it) around decisions made on the language levels required for the various types of 

student visa and student visitor visas, and on data on rejections of student visitor visa 

applications by nationality of applicant. 
  
Other information I sought in FOIA requests I made to the Home Office as news editor of EL 

Gazette covered lists of UK education providers accredited by UK Borders Agency (UKBA 

as it then was) approved sponsors and education providers approved by those sponsors. (No 

single such list existed at the time.) 
  
These FOIA requests will have come by post, still in use back in the day in 2010, from EL 

Gazette, 3 Constantine Court, London E1 1PW with follow-up correspondence by email 

via matt@elgazette.com (this email address is no longer in use.) 
  
These will have included FOIA Request 14685 (copied below) to Paul Feakins of the Home 

Office Freedom of Information Team, sent 12 May 2010 according to my possibly imperfect 



email records. My correspondence with the Home Office included Paul Feakins of the Home 

Office’s FOI team. This FOIA request covered a list of UKBA-accredited education 

providers, and total number of refusals of nationals of the following countries refused entry at 

the border when arriving on a “student visitor visa”: Hong Kong SAR, Japan, Malaysia, 

Singapore, South Korea.  

 

EL Gazette’s FOIA requests may possibly have been irksome to the Home Office, which may 

have caused the Home Office’s FOIA team to seek help or advice from the Clearing House. 

(At least one of my FOIA requests at the time them revealed that at the time no expert advice 

had apparently been sought on setting levels of English language proficiency for the various 

categories of student visa,  and also that two databases used by the Home Office at the time in 

2010 - Megastorm and PBS - were not capable of talking to each other, thereby apparently 

making a simple request to match two different lists “too expensive” at the time in 2010, 

according to the Home Office's reply to my FOIA request.  
  
I am making this request in the context of the recent revelation by Open Democracy's Dark 

Money Investigation Team of details of the Cabinet Office's Clearing House which has 

existed since 2005 and reportedly  sends out a daily email update to Whitehall departments 

with details of FOIA requests for information it deems "sensitive".  
  
The Clearing House in some cases signs off on FOIA requests for other departments or 

advises Whitehall Departments to stall in responding to FOIA requests. Recent FOIA and 

Subject Access Requests have revealed that journalists from the Times, the Guardian, 

Privacy International and the BBC have been included on these lists, which name the 

individual journalists making the requests.  
  
This would seem to be in clear breach of the Freedom of Information Act, which states that 

FOIA requesters must be "requester neutral",  which means that responses to them must be 

influenced by who is asking for the data, whether or not they are journalists or for which 

outlet they work. There has also recently been a ruling about the Clearing House in the First-

Tier Tribunal. 

 

It is as part of a campaign by my union, the NUJ, for full disclosure on the activities of the 

Clearing House, that I am requesting any such related data held by the Home Office on 

myself. 
  
Please confirm whether you have any data on me arising from my FOIA requests to the 

Home Office and whether any such data has a been shared with other government 

departments or agencies including the Home Office (this could include UKVI, Home Office’s 

Office of the DPO, Home Office SARU), whether via the Clearing House or other units of 

the Cabinet Office. 
  
I should make it clear that this request should cover all or any other information you may 

hold about me, whether or not the data was held by the Clearing House.  I hope that you will 

be able to comprehensively search all your records. The definition of “personal data” under 

the Act covers both facts and opinions about me as an individual, as well as information 

regarding the intentions of your organisation towards me.    

This request should therefore cover any photographs, internal/external memos, emails, faxes 

and any other correspondence or accessible data held by your organisation, which could be 



classified as “personal data” under the 1998 Data Protection Act. This covers both paper and 

electronic data. 

If you need any more information, please let me know as soon as possible. It may be helpful 

for you to know that data protection law requires you to respond to a request for personal data 

within one calendar month. Please let me know if you need me to send a signed letter 

agreeing to the disclosure of my data to myself and whether you need me to send a copy of 

photo ID such as a passport identifying myself and giving proof of address. 

 If you do not normally deal with these requests, please pass this letter to your data protection 

officer or relevant staff member. 

  
Kind regards, 
  
Matt Salusbury 
Chair, NUJ London Freelance Branch 
www.londonfreelance.org 
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