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LONDON FREELANCE BRANCH MEETINGS

ONCE MORE, the government is 
having a go at copyright law: see page 
5. So our meeting on Monday 12 
November will discuss. what we’re 
doing about it. Our speakers will in-
clude Mike Holderness, who is Chair 
of the Creators’ Rights Alliance, to 
which the NUJ belongs. 

Go to the ramp to Parliament’s 
public entrance: arrive by 18:40 to 
be sure of getting through secu-
rity checks in time. You are going to 
the meeting in Committee Room 4, 
hosted by Viscount Bridgeman. Keep 
an eye on LFB’s Twitter feed https://
twitter.com/NUJ_LFB for up-
dates and a pointer to full directions.

On Monday 10 December 
we’re holding a seasonal social event, 
jointly with the NUJ’s London Maga-
zine Branch, at the NUJ HQ, Head-
land House, 308 Gray’s Inn Road: 
nearest Underground King’s Cross.

The meeting on Monday 14 
January 2013 will be the Branch 
Annual General Meeting. Send any 
proposals to update the Branch 
rules, to editor@londonfree-
lance.org before 22 November.

LFB meetings are usually from 7pm 
to 9pm at Friends House, Euston 
Road, which is accessible to people 
who use wheelchairs.

If you need the Branch to pay for 
care for a child or dependent so you 
can attend a meeting, call a Branch 
officer.

For updates on meetings see the 
Branch calendar web page www.
londonfreelance.org/lfb/meet-
ings.html. Volunteer minute-takers 
are needed for the LFB meeting in 
November and next year. For details 
of the NUJ London Photographers’ 
Branch meetings, see www.london-
photographers.org

Lobbying to defend copyright, in Parliament

This issue went to press on  
20 October. Your deadline for 
the December / January issue is 
22 November

UNCLASSIFIED ADS
FREELANCE UNCLASSIFIEDS are 
FREE to members for non-commercial 
purposes. To non-members and for com-
mercial purposes, £10 for this much. Ac-
ceptance is at the editors’ whim; appear-
ance does not imply endorsement. If you 
have any comments on an advertiser, tell 
us. Submit your ads by email to unclassi-
fied@londonfreelance.org

IRISH COUNTRY COTTAGE for 
rent, l hour from Cork: remote, rustic cot-
tage, well equipped, recently renovated, 
sleeps 9. Breathtaking views. Near Mac-
room and Killarney. Rates €350 June- Au-
gust, €300 Sept and €250 any other time. 

Karl 08792 11736, Phil 0868713350. or  
jkhowe@eircom.net

SHARE OFFICE, groovy Shoreditch, 
5 mins Old Street tube. £200 pcm cov-
ers heat, light, receptionist, cleaner, 
mini-kitchen/loo, phone/internet con-
nection. Only extra is phone-calls.  
Contact: lswaffield1@gmail.com 

LONDON B&B Wimbledon / Putney 
area in photojournalist’s home. Details: 
www.southfieldsstudio.co.uk or 
email southfields.bed@btconnect.
com or tel: 07836 600 882
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Freelance office
John Toner / Pamela Morton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               020 7843 3706
Membership via switchboard �������������������������������020 7278 7916
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Legal emergency only:
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Scotland ���������������������������������������������������������������0800 085 3425
Freelance editors
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email: �������������������������������������������� editor@londonfreelance.org
Follow us on Twitter . . . . . . .        www.twitter.com/NUJ_LFB
© 2012 NUJ & authors; moral rights asserted.

CONTACTS

Ballots and  
Council vacancies
BALLOTS for the election 
to fill a vacant London seat 
on the Union’s National 
Executive Council (NEC) 
should have reached NUJ 
members with a London 
postcode by now, and 
completed ballots need 
to arrive by 6 November. 
There are also vacancies on 
four of the NUJ’s “Industrial 
Councils”: the Branch will 
be voting on nominations at 
its 12 November meeting, 
so if you’re interested 
letting the Branch Secretary 
know of your interest 
before then. Details: www.
londonfreelance.org/
fl/1210nec.html

Wilde at heart
The caption to our illustration of the 
perils of libel lawsuits was not entire-
ly precise. 

The lower-left panel indeed shows 
the auction of Oscar Wilde’s effects 
on 24 April 1895 following his with-
drawing from a libel action against the 
Marquess of Queensberry. 

The main illustration, however, is 
of the opening on 26 April of Wilde’s 
first criminal trial for gross inde-
cency, in which the prosecution used 
evidence presented at the libel suit. 
Wilde was convicted at a second trial.

Battle of Alamy?
I was disappointed to see the last 
copy of the Freelance quoting my old 
friend and fellow photographer, Julio 
Etchart, commending Alamy picture 
agency. This company is notorious 
for undercutting NUJ recommended 
rates and I hope that LFB is not en-
dorsing Julio’s words or celebrating 
any other company adopting the 
supermarket model of “piling them 
high and selling them cheap”. 

The NUJ should be publicising 
why decent rates are necessary and 
shaming the companies that charge 

less, especially if they won’t negoti-
ate sustainable rates.

I acknowledge Julio’s supermarket 
analogy, but do portray it for what it 
really is: an unequal and exploitative 
relationship between large compa-
nies that hold too much power over 
their competing suppliers.

In response to these business 
models that serve only to harm our 
members’ long-term interests and 
sustainability, it’s about time the NUJ 
told them to BOGOF rather than 
doing their work for them – below 
the Union rate.

Stefano Cagnoni

LETTER PRÉCISION

Courses from journalism.co.uk
Train the trainer – Saturday 10 November 10:00 to 
16.30 – Friends Meeting House, Euston, London 

Many journalists recognise that offering training 
courses can be a useful way to boost income and raise 
profile, with courses on everything from media training 
to PR writing skills to courses on new skills for other 
journalists.  Running a training course isn’t just a case of 
standing up and talking at a few slides, however. This one-
day workshop introduces you to the necessary skills.

Adding a second string to your bow – 14 Novem-
ber 18.00 to 21.00 – Friends Meeting House, London

An evening course to guide freelance journalists 
through expanding their skills into areas such as corpo-
rate copywriting, PR and paid public speaking. 

Essential Twitter Skills – 22 November 09.30 to 
13.00 – Royal Society of Medicine, London

This course is aimed at journalists, editors, writers 
and producers who really want to get to grips with the 
fundamentals of using Twitter successfully. 

Advanced Twitter – 22 November 14.00 to 17.30 – 
Royal Society of Medicine, London

This course is aimed at journalists, editors, writers 
and producers who need to follow multiple streams of 
information and use Twitter in more creative ways. 

Please contact sophie@
journalism.co.uk with 
any queries or call 01273 
384 293.

ADVERTISEMENT


